
Good Afternoon OSA Community, 
 
Four weeks down and what a ride it has already been! Each of our Wednesday faculty meetings 
begin with a student sharing out to the group with “If You Knew My Story…….”, followed by a 
photo slideshow of all of the happenings around campus from the following week. There is so 
much happening here in any given week that if we don’t take a moment to slow down and share 
with each other we will certainly miss out. Included in this week’s slideshow were photos from a 
poetry reading at the Kaiser rooftop garden, artwork depicting origin stories from the 10th grade 
English classes, the Chronicles of Yarnia student club knitting away, and a student dressed in 
homemade duct tape superhero costume who was bitten by a radioactive former president and 
now exists under the alter ego of “Mister Freedom”. Never a dull moment at OSA! 
 
Huge props to the APT and all of the parents that showed up to Tuesday’s general APT 
meeting! Survey results from the audition survey were shared and a fruitful discussion followed. 
Our sense of community is as strong as ever, which is critical as we move through our charter 
renewal process. It is clear that our community strongly values the audition process and equally 
clear that our audition process, if included in our charter submission in its current form, could be 
a likely reason for our charter to be denied both at the district and county levels . It was evident 
on Tuesday night that as a community we are mostly in agreement with our goals and priorities. 
The community goal can be summed up as ensuring that OSA is as inclusive and accessible to 
all students within our Oakland communities as possible while upholding a level of artistic 
excellence that OSA is known for and is typically not found in a traditional school setting. There 
are multiple perspectives on how to best reach that goal, and we look forward to working 
together as a community to determine the appropriate steps in achieving it. 
 
A student led climate strike is being organized for September 20th when some students are 
planning on walking out of class halfway through first period and taking Bart to join the 
organization Youth vs. Apocalypse at the San Francisco Civic Center. Though the strike is not 
organized by the school, we do support the development of student activism. One of our 
amazing 10th graders approached me about how to organize the strike in a way that supports 
the cause while causing as little disruption to OSA as possible and this is what we came up 
with: 

● If you are permitting your student to walk-out at 8:45 on September 20 please alert the 
attendance office prior to the end of the day on September 19th. 

● Student that are excused will be given an opportunity to make up missed work like any 
other absence. 



● Students that have not been excused will not be stopped if they choose to walk-out, 
though they may not have the same opportunity to make up missed work. 

● OSA is not organizing or monitoring this event and is therefore not responsible for any 
of the activities associated with it. 

● If you would like more information you visit: http://youthvsapocalypse.org 
 
In Community, 
 
Mike Oz 
Interim Principal 
Oakland School for the Arts 
 

http://youthvsapocalypse.org/
http://youthvsapocalypse.org/

